
THE BATTLE OF YORKTOWN 

28th to October 19th in 1781, 

in Yorktown, Virginia. Since 

it would be more complicated 

to attack in New York they 

decided to do move the attack 

to Virginia. On August 19th, 

both French and American 

infantry started marching 

toward Virginia. There were 

8,800 American soldiers who 

were abetted by 7,800 French 

troops against 6,000 British 

soldiers. Then on October 9th, 

the French and American began 

to raid on British positions. 

Then on the 14th, the 

continental army took the 

final of the British defenses, 

and on the 17th,a British 

officer wove a white flag to 

consider terms for surrender. 

The next day, they started 

chatting terms for surrender, 

then on October 19th, the 

British admitted defeat and 

thousands of British soldiers 

were held in prison.  

 

Edward Braddock was a leader 

serving the British during 

the 7 years war (French and 

Indian War). He was promoted 

major general in 1754. He 

commanded both British and 

American forces. He went 

through the Monongahela 

river with caution but, when 

he got 13 kilometers (8 

miles) through he was 

ambushed by the French and 

Indians. He was badly 

injured and died four days 

after. In July 1755 

Pennsylvania. General 

Braddock was a British 

leader who was in charge of 

American and British troops. 

He was announced major 

general in 1954. He was 

killed in July 1955 

Pennsylvania. 

 

 

October 25th, 1781 

 

The Final Battle 

In 1780 over 5,500 French veterans 

came to support the Americans in the 

final battle of the Revolutionary 

War. General Comte de Rachambeau (row

-cam-bow) and French Fleet, Comte de 

Grasse came to assist General George 

Washington from the opposing team, 

British, General Lord Cornwallis. 

After six lenghty years of battle, 

The final assault came. The battle of 

Yorktown lasted between September 
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The battle of Yorktown was the last war of the revolution-

ary war. The revolutionary war lasted from 1775 and 1783. 

The war charged many peoples jobs and even lives. For exam-

ple, the British Prime Minister lost his job as a result of 

the surrender. The battle was not a clean fight. The Ameri-

cans allied with the French and the German. Even though the 

British had some Hessian soldiers it was not a fair. The 

continental army outnumbered the British army 2:1. If you 

fought the British after the Battle of Yorktown they would-

n't be able to fight back because an outbreak of a disease 

called Malaria. Less then half of the British troops were 

able to man their posts effectively. Lord Cornwallis, the 

British Commander, did not attend the surrender ceremony 

due to 'illness'. There were little casualties on both 

sides, 60 French soldier were killed and 194 were wounded. 

28 Americans were killed and 107 were wounded. Lastly, 156 

British soldiers were killed, 326 were badly injured, and 

70 went missing. Washington tricked Henry Yorktown. Even 

though Rochambeau was a veteran with 40 years of experience 

he accepted Washington to be the leader. 

"If we do not deceive our own men, we will never deceive 

the enemy" General Washington 

"We must take Cornwallis or be all dishonored" General 

Washington 

"There are between thirty and forty sail with in the capes, 

most of them ships of war and some of them very big." Lord 

Cornwallis 
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