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1879
The telephone is 
first used in Utah. 

1870 1880 1890

1900
The first cars are sold 

in Salt Lake City.

1889
The first electric 

streetcars run in Salt 
Lake City.

Utah  soldiers helped 
to free France during 

World War II.

How did events in the 
early 1900s cause 
change in Utah?  

Into a New Century

The BIG

1900
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8

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950

1905
Movies come 
to Utah. 

1906
Open-pit copper 
mining begins in 
Bingham Canyon.

1914–1918
World War I

1917
The U.S. enters 

World War I. 

1920
The 19th 
Amendment 
secures women’s 
right to vote.  

1922
First radio 

broadcast in 
Utah 

1923
Posey 
War

1924
Indian 
Citizenship Act

1927
First airplane 
flight to Utah

1930s
Great Depression

1933
The New 
Deal puts 
many people 
back to work.

1934
A drought hits Utah. •	
Philo Farnsworth •	
shows his television 
system to the public. 

1939–1945 
World War II

1941
The U.S. enters 
World War II. 

Take Notes 
When studying new 

information, taking notes 
can be very helpful. We can 
write down thoughts we 
have about the text as we 
read. You might write things 
you find interesting. You 
might want to write things 
you do not understand. Any 
notes you take help you 
comprehend what you read.    

In this chapter, you will 
learn three different ways to 
take notes as you read about 
Utah in a new century. 

Become a Better Reader
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poverty
prejudice
violence
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A New Century1

Key Terms

Industry continued to grow • 
and develop. 
Utahns helped the country • 
during World War I. 
Some groups of people did • 
not have equal rights. 

Key Ideas A New Century Begins

We have seen how Utah changed during the 1800s. It 
would change even more in the 1900s. 

A period of 100 years is called a century. As the 
new century began, immigrants continued to come to Utah. 
Cities grew and industries developed. Utah was becoming 
modern. It was more and more a part of the rest of the United 
States. It was drawn into events that were happening around 
the world. 

Growing Cities and Industries
Once, Utah was mostly farms and small towns. By the 

1920s, most Utahns lived in cities. Like much of the country, 
Utah was full of factory and mine workers. Utah factories 
made all kinds of products—furniture, toys, clothing, and 
shoes. They made parts for a new invention called the airplane.  

In the 1900s, life in Utah was more 
like life in the rest of the country. 
This view of Salt Lake City shows 
how the city had grown. 

Two-Column Notes

Become a Better Reader
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More people worked in offices and businesses. They sold things to other  
people in department stores, drugstores, and grocery stores. 

What do you see for sale outside this store? 

More and more women began to work outside the home. 
Most often they worked as schoolteachers, nurses, secretaries, 
store clerks, and factory workers. Canning and food processing 
were new industries that drew women. Women were also 
college professors, doctors, lawyers, and business owners.  
In 1909, a popular song was “Heaven Will Protect the 
Working Girl.” 

Mining continued to develop. Gold, silver, iron, copper, 
lead, zinc, and coal have been the state’s most important 
minerals. Most miners were men and boys, but a few were 
women. According to the census, there were 14 female miners 
in 1900. A census is the official count of a population. 

Even though more people lived in cities, farming was still 
important. The largest crop was sugar beets. Dairy farms,  
cattle ranches, and sheep ranches were also important ways of 
making a living. 

Utahns grew sugar beets, 
and factories turned them 
into sugar. You can still see 
traces of the beet industry 
today. The Jordan High 
mascot is a beetdigger 
named Digger Dan.



When cars broke down, people driving by yelled, “Get a horse!” How is this early car 
getting pulled out of the mud? 

Problems of Growth
The growth of cities and industries caused many problems. 

One problem was poverty, or being poor. Some people made 
a lot of money from the new industries. They lived in big 
houses far away from their factories and mines. The workers in 
factories and mines were not so lucky. They worked 12 hours a 
day, six days a week. Still, many of them were very poor. 

Child labor was another problem. Children often went to 
work in dangerous places. 

Most early cities had dirty streets and yards. The water was 
unsafe to drink. There were no garbage trucks to collect the 
garbage. People did not have indoor bathrooms. They still used 
outhouses. The streets were not paved. They were muddy in 
the winter and spring. In the summer, they were dusty.
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New Inventions 

In the early 1900s, there were new inventions. Some of them made life easier. 
Electric generators (machines for making electricity): • 
Streets and homes were lit with electric lights. People 
bought electric washing machines, irons, stoves, 
refrigerators, and vacuum cleaners. Streetcars ran 
on electric wires. 
Telephones made it easier for people to • 
communicate. 
Radio: The first radio station in Utah was KZN • 
(now KSL). 
Automobiles: For $265, you could buy a Model  • 
T Ford. 
“Talkies,” or movies with sound • 
Television: Others had built televisions, but Philo • 
Farnsworth’s was the first fully electronic one. He 
was born in Beaver and studied at Brigham Young 
University.  

New Laws Made Things Better
People began to think about how to solve problems of 

growth. They told the legislature to pass laws so that: 

Mining bosses could not make people work for more •	
than eight hours a day. Mines had to have rules for safety. 
Companies could not make women and children work •	
for more than nine hours a day. 
Children under 14 could not work in the mines. •	
Workers could not be fired for joining a labor union. •	
Workers hurt on the job could still get paid. •	
Bosses had to pay their workers at least a certain amount •	
of money. 
Companies could not pollute the air and water as much. •	
Cities would collect garbage, pave streets, and put in •	
sewer systems. 

Technology changed a lot 
in the early 1900s. How has 
it changed 100 years later? 
What new inventions  
make life easier today? 
How have we improved 
upon the inventions of the 
early 1900s?

“There’s nothing on it worthwhile, and we’re not going to watch it 
in this household.” That’s what Philo Farnsworth told his son about 
his new invention. He later changed his mind. 
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World War I
Not long after the century began, a war broke out in 

Europe. It involved so many countries that it was called a 
world war. 

At first, Americans wanted to stay out of the war. Then 
German submarines attacked our ships. Many Americans got 
angry. People disagreed about whether we should join the 
war. Congress voted to join it. Soldiers from Utah were soon 
fighting in Europe. 

Utah Gets Involved
Utah men volunteered to fight. They signed up to be 

soldiers. Women were nurses and ambulance drivers. Maude 
Fitch was from Eureka. She drove an ambulance in France, 
where there was heavy fighting. She picked up wounded 
soldiers and drove them to hospitals. The French gave her a 
medal for bravery.   

On the home front, many Utahns supported the war. 
Women worked in the Red Cross as nurses. Families planted 
gardens so more food could be sent to the soldiers. Schools 
gave children prizes for growing the largest vegetables. Women 

stored bushels of wheat to 
ship to the troops. Utah 
Copper Company (now 
Kennecott) produced copper 
and other minerals for guns, 
bullets, and shells.  

“The great World War ends . . .  
The bells ring and every 

whistle in factory and engine in 
Provo are turned on full force  
. . . I never heard such a noise 

in all my life.” 

—Will Jones,  
November 11, 1918

Newspapers announced the end of 
the war. What paper is this? What is 
the date on the paper? What does 
the headline say? 
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When the war ended, Utahns celebrated. We 
welcomed our soldiers home. Over 10 million 
people around the world had died. Many more were 
wounded. Six hundred and sixty-five Utahns had 
died. More powerful weapons had been used than 
ever before. We hoped never again to fight another  
war like it. 

Struggling for Rights
After World War I, Americans wanted to return to 

normal life. In the 1920s, there were many firsts. Some of 
these came after long struggles. 

Women across the country finally won the right to 
vote. They had been working for suffrage since the 
1840s. They gave speeches, held marches, and sang 
songs. They wrote letters to newspapers and the U.S. 
president. Finally, the 19th Amendment was added to the 
U.S. Constitution. It secured every woman’s right to vote. 

There were other struggles over rights. American Indians, 
African Americans, and new immigrants worked to be 
accepted in the communities where they lived.

In 1920, women across the country won 
the right to vote. Utah women celebrated 
with them. Had Utah women voted before 
this time? 



260

The Posey War 

There were still conflicts between Indians and ranchers. Cattle 
companies, white settlers, and Navajo herders wanted the land that Utes 
and Paiutes had. There were a few small battles, and several Utes and 
Paiutes were killed.

The San Juan County sheriff wanted to solve the “Indian problem.” He 
sent his men to Westwater, an Indian community near Blanding. A Paiute 
leader named Posey led the White Mesa Utes in fighting back. 

Posey was wounded in the battle and later died. A U.S. marshal set 
Posey’s band free and gave them land. But they were no longer free to live 
the life they had before. The Indian children were sent away to school.  

Indian Citizenship Act
Many white people expected Indians 

outside the reservatons to blend into white 
society. The government passed an act making 
all Indians American citizens. This meant that 
Indians could vote and have all the rights that 
other citizens enjoyed. 

However, some states still did not allow 
Indians to vote. Utah did not allow Indians on 
the reservations to vote until 1957. It was the 
last state to allow Indians the right to vote.  

Indians had different points of view about 
citizenship. Some liked feeling protected by 
the U.S. government. Others were worried 
that their tribal governments would not have 
as much power. They did not 
trust the U.S. government 
after all that had happened. 

President Calvin Coolidge signed the Indian Citizenship Act.  
He stands with Osage leaders in front of the White House.

Posey wore a dark vest with an army belt 
buckle as a badge. He often called himself 
General Posey. 
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A young girl stops at a segregated water  
fountain. What does the sign say? How would you  

feel if you had to drink from a separate  
water fountain than most of your classmates? 

Many whites thought blacks and Indians were not 
equal to them. They wanted them to accept that 
without arguing. Why do you think some white 
people felt this way?

Places to Locate People to Know Events to Remember

Blanding
Eureka
Europe

Calvin Coolidge
Philo Farnsworth
Maude Fitch
Posey

New laws and inventions 
changed daily life. 

Utahns helped win World 
War I. 

Women won the right 
to vote. Some groups 
struggled for equal 
rights. 

Lesson Review Activity
Use the Events to Remember to create 
a cause-and-effect chart. Events may 
be listed as a cause or an effect. Use 
your judgment to determine which is 
most appropriate for each event. Fill 
in any missing causes or effects with 
information from the lesson. Then 
include Places to Locate and People to 
Know with related events.

What Did You Learn?1LESSON

Two Separate Worlds
African Americans continued to face 

prejudice. Other people judged them just by the 
color of their skin. Many white people did not 
treat blacks or Hispanics as citizens with equal 
rights. As you have learned, states passed  
laws to keep black people segregated from 
white people.  

For a few people, segregation was not 
enough. A group called the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK) was against African Americans, 
Catholics, and Jews. Its members were against 
all new immigrants. They sometimes used 
violence against these groups. KKK groups held 
marches and burned crosses in Logan, Ogden, 
Salt Lake City, Magna, Helper, Price, and  
other towns. 

African Americans and other groups 
continued to fight for their rights. They worked 
to improve their lives. 
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charity
depression
income
migrant
stock
unemployment
welfare

The Great Depression2

Key Terms

The Great Depression • 
brought change to Utah’s 
economy. 
The New Deal provided jobs • 
for many struggling people 
in Utah. 

Key Ideas The Great Depression Hits

Utah and the nation were moving toward hard times. A 
depression is a time when many people cannot make 
enough money to care for their families. They want to 

work, but they cannot find jobs. The depression of the 1930s 
was the worst depression the United States has ever known. It 
is called the Great Depression. 

The Stock Market Crash
In 1929, the stock market crashed. Stock is a small share of 

a company. When people buy stock, they become part  
owners of that company. People buy and sell stocks on the 
stock market.  

On “Black Tuesday,” a wave of fear spread through the 
stock market. People began selling all their stocks. Few people 
were buying, so prices dropped quickly. 

The prices went so low that people lost huge sums of 
money. Their stocks were no longer worth anything. Many 
people lost their life savings. Soon, banks were closing because 
they ran out of money. 

The center of the stock 
market is a place called 
Wall Street in New York 
City. After the crash, 
worried people crowded 
Wall Street. 

The Cornell Method

Become a Better Reader
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Falling Prices
People were not able to buy things. As a result, Utah’s 

industries stopped making money. Companies had to cut jobs. 
The value of mine products dropped. Farmers lost money as 
the prices for the crops went down. The more crops farmers 
raised, the more prices went down. 

With prices so low, farmers in Smithfield had very little  
income, or money received for work. Some had to live on  
charity, which is help or money that people give to others. 

The Great Depression hit Utah hard. In 1932, more than 
one-third of the people could not find jobs. Only three states 
had more unemployment than Utah. 

This girl is selling petrified wood on 
the side of the road. She is trying to 
earn money to help her family.  What 
could you do to earn money if you had 
to help your familiy? 

Men without jobs ate in soup 
kitchens. Soup kitchens and bread 
lines served hungry people for free. 

“I can recall going barefoot  
. . . the entire summer, without 

owning a pair of shoes for 
everyday wear. Christmas gifts 
were a single item shared by 

several of us . . . We were really 
excited one year when we all 

got new overalls.”

—L. Wilson Thomas,  
Spanish Fork
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Follow the Depression Cycle graphic to see how things got worse. 

Ethnic Groups Hit Hard

In 1930, more than 4,000 
Mexican immigrants lived in 
Utah. They were among the 
first to lose their jobs. The 
government sent many back 
to Mexico. 

Other immigrants and 
African Americans also had 
trouble getting jobs. Women 
struggled to find work. 
Many people thought the 
jobs should go to men first.  

Reyes Florez came to Utah to work for the railroad. During the 
Depression, he was able to keep his job as a taquero (taco cook). 
Family members worked in the beet fields during the summer. They 
lived on Salt Lake’s west side in a railroad boxcar. 

Florez’s mother worked hard to keep the boxcar clean. She often 
found food for men and women who were out of work. 

The Florez children faced a constant battle in school. Teachers 
and students made fun of them for being Mexican. But their mother 
taught them about Hispanic culture, art, and history. They grew up 
proud of their heritage. 

Case Study: The Florez Family 

Helping Each Other
People were out of work and hungry. They 
lined up for free soup and bread from churches. 

People grew gardens in their backyards. They 
mended old clothes again and again to 

make them last. When people’s shoes  
got holes in the bottom, they put 
cardboard inside. 

Many families lost their homes. 
Some made shelters out of scrap 
wood or metal. Some lived  
under bridges. 

People tried to help each other. 
Police and firemen collected food 
for hungry families. The Catholic 

Women’s League, the Jewish Relief, 
and the Protestant Ladies Aid Society 

helped people get food and shelter. The 
LDS Church began a welfare program. 

People could get food and clothing by 
working for the church. The church started 

farms to grow food for people who needed it. 

Depression Cycle
Factories stop employing workers.

People lose
  their jobs.

   People 
  cannot
buy things.

Stores go out
of business.

Stores do
  not order
          from

           factories.

    Factories
  do not 
get orders.



Families in Utah’s mining camps 
were hit hard by the Depression. 
Look closely at the picture. What 
does it tell you about life during 
the Great Depression? 
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Most of the new government 
agencies were known just by 
their initials. People called 

them “alphabet soup.”

The New Deal
Americans began to wonder if the Depression would ever 

end. Finally, they called for help from the government. They 
elected a new president named Franklin D. Roosevelt. He had 
new ideas for dealing with the Great Depression. 

Roosevelt called his plan the New Deal. The government 
hired workers to do all sorts of jobs. Thousands of people were 
finally able to go to work. Here are a few of the government 
programs that changed life for many Utahns. 

CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps)
The CCC put young men to work building dams, reservoirs, 

and canals. In Tooele, they built rodeo grounds. They worked 
to improve safe places for birds on the Bear River and Ogden 
Bay. They planted trees to stop erosion. They were trained 
to help put out forest fires. They hauled feed on sleds to save 
starving sheep. They helped build an elementary school in 
Pleasant Grove and a park in St. George. 

Men from Ferron, Orderville, Mt. Pleasant, and Orangeville worked at this CCC 
construction site.

CCC workers built many of 
the trails, picnic areas, and 
campgrounds we enjoy 
today. Do some research 
to find out what sites near 
you were built by New  
Deal workers.
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Marriner S. Eccles’ company was chosen to build the Hoover 
Dam in Nevada. Building the dam gave jobs to thousands of men. 

Eccles was also a banker. He helped an Ogden bank stay in 
business. He wanted to show customers that the bank still had 
plenty of money. So he told the tellers to count the money very 
slowly. He had men lug large bags of money through the front 
door. He wanted his customers to feel that their money was 
safe. That way, they would not take out their savings. 

President Roosevelt heard about this and liked it. He 
asked Eccles to help create the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC). It guaranteed that people would not lose 
their savings if a bank failed. A year later, Eccles was in charge 
of the Federal Reserve System. The Federal Reserve Building in 
Washington, D.C., is named for Marriner Eccles. 

CCC workers in Hobble Creek Canyon 
built a log dam. It was to help conserve 
the soil. 

The government gave the 
men food, uniforms, and a 
bed. Each man was paid $30 
a month. The men sent most 
of it home to their families. 
Without the CCC, thousands 
of people in Utah would 
have had a hard time taking 
care of their families. 

Marriner S. Eccles
1890–1977
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Juanita Brooks worked for the WPA. 
She collected pioneer diaries. She 

became one of Utah’s most important 
historians. Why do you think it was 

important to save those stories? 

WPA (Works Progress Administration) 
WPA workers built highways, roads, bridges, and sewer 

and water lines. They built schools, hospitals, courthouses, city 
halls, and fire stations. They also built parks and playgrounds.  

The WPA hired artists, dancers, musicians, and writers. 
Writers researched and wrote histories. They interviewed older 
people. They recorded these oral histories on tapes. They also 
typed them to make written records. 

The WPA Art Project created the paintings in the dome of 
our State Capitol Building. The next time you visit, be sure to 
look up! The Utah Symphony Orchestra began as the WPA 
Orchestra.  

FSA (Farm Security Administration)
Some New Deal programs helped farmers. The FSA paid for 

camps for migrant farm workers. Migrant workers move from 
place to place to do seasonal work. The FSA also gave loans to 
people with small farms. Farmers and ranchers became more 
interested in learning the science of agriculture.

WPA workers built Ogden High School. Students today still use the marble hallway, 
library, and auditorium. New Deal workers also built high schools in Hurricane, Nephi, 
Richfield, Cedar City, and Copperton. 
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Places to Locate People to Know Events to Remember

Bear River
Deer Creek Dam
Ogden
Sanpete County

Henry Blood
Juanita Brooks
Marriner S. Eccles
Franklin D. Roosevelt

The Great Depression hit.
FDR presented the New 

Deal. 
A war ended the Great 

Depression. 

Lesson Review Activity
Think about each of the Places to 
Locate and People to Know. Tell how 
each place and person was affected 
by, or had an affect on, this time 
period.

What Did You Learn?2LESSON

A Long Drought
Utahns still struggled. Very little rain 

fell in the early 1930s. Utah Lake had 
only one-third its usual amount of water. 
Bear Lake was only 14 feet deep. 

Farmers had a hard time. They 
needed water to keep their crops alive. 
When grasses dried up, sheep and cattle 
suffered, too.  

Governor Henry Blood asked the 
government for help. It gave thousands 
of dollars to help Utah. Utahns used the 
money to dig wells, develop springs, and 
lay pipes to carry water. 

New Dams
Governor Blood also got help to build 

the Deer Creek Dam. Its reservoir water 
was used for farms and animals. Workers  
built dams in Sanpete County and Moon Lake in the Uintahs. 
They built Pineview Dam near Ogden. Finally the rain fell, but 
it was too late to rescue the crops. 

An End to the Depression
The New Deal was helping to end the Great Depression. 

Then something happened that ended the Depression for  
good—a war. 

Families in Springdale were thankful for 
the peach harvest. 



atomic
concentration camp
Holocaust
internment camp
loyal
ration
survivor

World War II3

Key Terms

Utahns helped the country • 
during World War II.  
Different groups of people • 
suffered during World War II. 
The war finally ended at the • 
cost of many lives. 

Key Ideas

The USS Utah was the 
first ship sunk at Pearl 
Harbor. According to these 
photographs, what besides 
ships were destroyed? 

A Second World War

In 1939, a second world war began in Europe. The United 
States did not get involved for two years. Then the Japanese 
bombed the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. After 

that, the United States joined the war. Soldiers from Utah and 
other states fought in Europe and Asia. The war changed life in 
Utah and throughout the United States. 

The bombing of Pearl Harbor brought the United States into World War II.

Determine the Importance

Become a Better Reader
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The government gave money to build 
a steel mill on the shore of Utah Lake. 
Geneva Steel used iron ore from Utah’s 
mines to make steel. It used coal from 
Carbon County to fuel its furnaces. 
It also used limestone found nearby.  
Thousands of people in Utah County got 
jobs at Geneva Steel. 

“Every person who grew 3,000 
or more chickens could stay 

home to produce food. Well, I 
had 12,000 chickens. I worked 

very hard, but I didn’t mind 
it because of two reasons . . . 
Hitler [the leader of Germany] 
was my . . . enemy, and I was 

blessed that I could stay home 
and raise enough eggs to care 

for the troops.”

—Harry Isadore Smith

Helping the War Effort
More than 71,000 Utahns left to serve in the military. 

Utahns also gave support at home. The government wanted to 
be sure the soldiers had everything they needed. So it limited 
what people at home could buy. People could buy only so 
much sugar, meat, butter, coffee, gas, and tires. Families were 
given ration stamps for these items every month. When the 
stamps ran out, the family had to wait until the next month to 
buy more. 

Everything was in short supply. John E. McCormick 
camped overnight on a doorstep so he would be the first in line 
to buy a used refrigerator. To save gasoline, people rode buses 
and trolleys instead of driving their cars. 

The War Changes Utah’s Economy
Before the war, most Utahns worked in mining, agriculture, 

and businesses. In the 1940s, the largest employer was the 
government. Factories started to make war goods. Car 
factories made tanks. Typewriter factories made machine guns. 
The Geneva Steel Plant in Vineyard made steel for battleships. 
A factory in Manti made parachutes. 

Depots were built to store equipment and weapons. There 
were depots in Salt Lake City, Ogden, Clearfield, and Tooele. 
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A popular song of the time was 
“Rosie the Riveter.” The words said, 
“She’s making history, working for 
victory.” This poster shows an image 
of Rosie.  

Utah’s open spaces were great for 
training pilots. Training bases were 
built in Kearns and other places. At Hill 
Field, workers fixed airplanes and made 
parts. Shooting and bombing ranges 
were built at Wendover Air Force Base. 
Dugway Proving Grounds and the Desert 
Chemical Depot were built near Toole. 

Women at Work
Women also served in the military. 

They were nurses and clerks. Women 
worked outside the home more than ever 
before. Factories, defense plants, and 
shipyards hired them. These women made 
weapons and airplanes. People found 
out that women were good welders, 
mechanics, truck drivers, and carpenters. 

Other women took care of their  
family businesses while their husbands 
were at war.

Children Help Out
Children did their 

part. They collected 
old newspapers and 
magazines for recycling. 
They collected pots, 
pans, and tin cans. They 
stripped tin foil from 
chewing-gum wrappers. 
These things could be 
turned into metal for 
making ships. 
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“Our platoon members referred 
to us as walking code.”

—Keith Little,  
Navajo code talker

The Navajo code talkers were 
one of the best weapons against 
the Japanese. What are these 
code talkers doing? What kind of 
equipment do they have? 

Navajo Code Talkers
The armies tried hard to keep their plans secret. They used 

codes so the enemy could not understand their messages. But 
the Japanese were breaking every secret code the Americans 
used. The Americans needed help. 

Navajos from Utah and Arizona had volunteered to serve. 
Some joined the Marine Corps. The marines discovered that 
the Navajo language was not like any other language. It was 
perfect for a secret code. 

A group of Navajos volunteered to become “code talkers.” 
They used their native language as a code. The Japanese could 
not break it! It was the only unbreakable code in the history of 
modern war. 

The code talkers also fought in battles. They saved many 
lives and helped bring the war to an end. Even after the war, 
the code talkers could not tell their families what they did. The 
government made them keep the secret for years. 



“We were suddenly uprooted 
—lost everything. There we 
were in an unfinished camp, 

with snow and cold. The 
people helped sheetrock the 

walls for warmth and built the 
barbed wire fence to fence 
themselves in. We had to  
sing ‘God Bless America’ 

many times.”

—Mine Okubo

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, many Americans did not trust the 
Japanese. It did not matter if they were American citizens. They 
feared they might be loyal to Japan instead of the United States. 

The U.S. government ordered Japanese Americans on the West Coast 
to move to special camps. Quickly, the people had to leave their jobs, 
homes, and belongings. 

One of these internment camps was near Delta, Utah. It was called 
Topaz. About 8,000 people were taken there. After the long train ride, 
they got a look at their new home. There were wooden barracks where 
they would live together. A barbed-wire fence surrounded the camp. 
Armed guards kept watch from tall towers. 

In time, the government and the American people realized they had 
made a terrible mistake. Loyalty could not be measured by race or skin 
color. They had ignored the rights of thousands of men, women, and 
children. 

A Utahn named Mike Mosaoke worked to get money from Congress  
for the Japanese who had been held at the camps. The money was to help 
make up for what they had suffered. Congress said it was sorry for what 
it had done. 

The Japanese at Topaz
Topaz

Children at Topaz went to school, 
planted gardens, and made friends. 
They tried to make the best of things. Barracks were made of wood. The outside was covered with tar paper.  

In the summer, the buildings were hot. In the winter, they were cold. 
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Go to

the Source!

LOOK THINK DECIDE

Which words in the poem 
describe how the girl felt?

Which words describe  
the camp?

How do you think the girl  
felt about leaving her home for 
the camp?

What else could the 
government have done if it was 
worried about the Japanese  
being loyal?

Study a Poem 
A young girl who lived at Topaz wrote this poem. Read the poem and answer the questions below. 

My MOM, pOp, and Me

My Mom, pop, and me
Us living three
dreaded the day
When we rode away,
away to the land
With lots of sand
My mom, pop, and me.

The day of evacuation
We left our little station
Leaving our friends
and my tree that bends
away to the land
With lots of sand
My mom, my pop, and me.

—Itsuko Taniguchi, 1943
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Germany was a main enemy in the war. Adolf Hitler was the 
leader of Germany. He believed the Germans were better than 
other kinds of people. He especially hated Jewish people. 
First, he took away their rights. Then he decided to kill the 
Jews in Germany and the countries he conquered.  

Hitler’s troops rounded up all the Jewish people they 
could find. They sent them to concentration camps. At the 
camps, there was hardly anything to eat. The people were 
forced to do hard labor until they died. People who were 
too old, too young, or too weak to work were killed. 

About 6 million Jewish people died in the camps. So did 
6 million other people. We call this the Holocaust. 

When the war ended, American soldiers freed the 
prisoners. They were horrified at what they saw. The 
survivors looked like walking skeletons. Entire 
families had been wiped out. Some survivors spent a 
lifetime looking for lost relatives and friends. 

Jewish people had to 
wear armbands like this one.  
How do you think this woman 
and other Jewish people felt 
about the armbands?

Prisoners at concentration camps 
suffered greatly. Millions died. 
What signs of suffering do you 
see in this picture?
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Places to Locate People to Know Events to Remember

Delta
Germany
Japan
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

Adolf Hitler
Mike Mosaoke
Navajo code talkers

Utahns helped fight  
World War II. 

Navajo code talkers 
helped in the war. 

Many Japanese  
Americans were sent to 
internment camps. 

Millions were killed in the 
Holocaust. 

Lesson Review Activity
Write each Event to Remember on 
separate index cards. Then for each 
event, use another card to write 
details of the event. Use the cards to 
play a matching game with a partner. 
Place the cards face down. Take turns 
drawing two cards to look for a match.

What Did You Learn?3LESSON

The End of World War II
After years of fighting and millions of deaths, World War 

II ended. To end the war with Japan, the United States had 
to make a decision. Should it invade Japan? That could cost 
a million lives. Should it wait for Japan to surrender? Or 
should it use a new weapon, the atomic bomb? This new 
kind of bomb used nuclear energy. It was more powerful 
than any bomb in history. But it might end the war quickly.

The decision was to drop the bomb on Hiroshima, 
Japan. Japan did not surrender. After the United States 
dropped a second bomb on Nagasaki, Japan surrendered. 

The bombs had killed more than 100,000 people. 
People in Utah and around the world were sad about the lives 
lost. But they were relieved that the war was over. 

 A mushroom cloud rises over Nagasaki 
after the second atomic bomb is 
dropped. Do you think the war could 
have ended differently? How? 

Americans celebrate the end of World 
War II. V-E stood for Victory in Europe. 
Victory in Japan came a few months 
later. What does the newspaper 
headline say? 
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UTAH Social Studies Skills
How to Cite Sources

Good researchers use more than one source to get information on a topic. Multiple sources 
help us tell the whole story about a topic. You must cite, or tell about, the sources you use to 
gather information.

To cite a source, list the author, title, publisher’s city and 
state, publisher, and year published. This is how you would cite 
information used from this textbook:
McCormick, John. Utah, Our Home. Layton, UT: Gibbs Smith 

Education, 2011.

Imagine you were asked to choose one of the following questions to research. Which 
question would you choose?

What role did the United States play in World War I?1. 
How did life in the United States change during the Great Depression?2. 
What countries fought in World War II, and who were their leaders? 3. 

Visit the library and gather at least three sources to help answer your question. On a piece 
of paper, cite your sources. List them in alphabetical order by the author’s last name. Type your 
citations for a complete list of works cited. Now you are ready to tackle any research report!

How to Cite a Book 
White, Steve. Pearl Harbor: A Day of Infamy. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 2007. 

How to Cite a Website 
Duffy, Michael. “Propoganda Posters.” firstworldwar.com. 2009 <http://www.firstworldwar.com/

posters/usa.htm>.

How to Cite an Online Encyclopedia 
“Great Depression.” Britannica Elementary Encyclopedia. Encyclopædia Britannica, 2010. Web. 

17 Mar. 2010 <http://school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=353208>.
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Lesson 1
In what ways was industry 1. 
growing?
How did new laws and 2. 
inventions change or improve 
life?
List ways Utahns helped the 3. 
country during World War I.
How were some groups of 4. 
people not treated equally? 

Lesson 2
What effect did the Great 5. 
Depression have on Utah?
What was the New Deal, and 6. 
how was it helpful? 

Lesson 3
List ways Utahns helped the 7. 
country during World War II.
Describe the effect the war 8. 
had on three groups of 
people.
Why was the decision made 9. 
to drop the first atomic 
bomb?

Chapter 
Review8

Become a Better Reader

Take Notes
We can use different ways to take notes as we read 

new information. Sometimes we even use our notes 
before, during, and after reading. Note taking helps us 
gather and organize our thoughts. 

Think of another subject in school in which you use a 
textbook. Choose a note-taking method to use next time 
you study that subject. Consider how taking notes helped 
you understand what you read. Would you use the same 
kind of note taking next time?

Review What You Read

Technology Tie-In

Create a History Slideshow
Visit websites like the Franklin D. Roosevelt  

National Library and Museum, www.archives.gov, and 
www.memory.loc.gov. Browse the photo collections on 
these sites for photos of the Great Depression. These 
photos are free to the public. Create a slideshow with 
at least 10 photos. Take notes about the details of each 
photo. Share your slideshow with the class, along with the 
details about the photos.


